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ice that all the opinions of others are false, and that his
are true; for the custom philosophers contract in their dis-
insensibly habituates them to this liberty, which may
somewhat rude to those whose lives are more urbane and
polished. So the greater part of the expressions which are here
cited as having been used in a kind of ill-will against all those who
in all places profess philosophy, should not be understood as being
said except of our theologian, as is made manifest from the book of
the physician ; and he spoke in the plural number and third person
in order to offend him the less. And finally, as he has made the
comparison with Chorsebus, and spoken of atheists and beasts, etc.,
that has not been done spontaneously by the physician, but subse-
quently to having had thrown at him those injurious opprobrious
terms by the theologian, the opprobrium of which he could not repel
but by showing by good and evident reasoning that they were
totally inapplicable to him, but that they did apply to his adversary.
"What can you do with a headstrong man like this who arrogates to
himself the liberty of calumniating others by calling them atheists
and beasts, and who yet cannot endure being refuted by convincing
reasoning? But I hasten to matters which concern me more.

He alleges  three  reasons   by which   he   condemns my new
philosophy.    The first is that it is opposed to the ancient.    I do not